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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Precedences PRIORITY 

To: Detroit 

From: Tampa 

Squad 8 
Contact: 



Date: OS/15/2001 



Approved By 
Drafted ByQj 
Case ID # 




Squad C-8 



281A-DE-67821' (Pending) 
TP-92A-0 (Pending) 



Titles JAMES RIDDLE HOFFA; 
HOFFEX; 
OC/DI-LCN 

00: DETROIT » AA * w 

Synopsis: Summary of information developed at Tampa Division 
regarding captioned matter. Request for confirmation of these 
details and additional background data concerning same. 

1-302 reflecting interview of ^^^nsv^c^sf: 

\ Tampa Police Department report reflect: 
Slate. 




1>T£ Details: ^K^^^S^aSe^§S^^^ as i nterv iewed upon request of his 
Attorney toexploreni^possible future cooperation with the FBI. 



'in an initial meeting, offere d th% _ stor 
of fa's murder astold to himby 
W of Detroit. ^M Mj claimed|^ Ei£iy-<£.-^^ (now 
was an a ssociate of the i 
Detroit, Michigan. "**" r 

In order to establish^HSt^^Fveracity and potential 
usefulness, Detroit is requested topeview Lhe^etails_set forth 
in the enclosed FD-302 and TPD report and provide any and" 
"additional information held byfJetroit concerning the persons and" 
events outlined therein. / \ t .^fcjjx 




FILE COPY 




_ HOFFA, Page 2863 



To: Detroit From. Tampa 
Re: 281A-DE-67821, 05/15/2001 



LEAD (b J s 
Set Lead 1: 

DETROIT 

AT DETROIT . MICHIGAN 

Detroit will review the attached FD-302 and TPD 
reporting and advise Tampa of the accuracy of the details 
• therein. In addition, Detroit is requested to supply background 
data concerning the individuals and events outlined in same. 
Tanpa further welcomes any questions which Detroit might provide 
to better determine the potential o£ 4H^B^ or possible 
assistance to the FBI. 



2 
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FD-S23(Hev. 8-23-641 




Street SOFFEXl 
OOl DE 





Size 


Type 


Quantity 


Film 


35w 


col< 


r 1 roll 


Negatives 








Prints 








Other 
(specify] 








(color and fcl 


ack&w 


hite wor 


< will not be 



accepted on same request) 

WORK REQUESTED: 

□ Develop and print 1 ea. 3'/« > 
Other: 



Cost Code: 34 60 



AIRT^L" _ 

Date: 6/7/0i~j 
t& Unclassified □ Confidential □ Secret 



CONTACT FOR INFORMATION: 
FTS- 




Fleece develop en<5 print 2 eech 4x6. 



JUSTIFICATION: 



Ongoing investigation. 



PHOTO TECHNICIAN jMflj^ 
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/J>3rf£J o<2. //its 



281A-DE-67821 
ARS:brs 




HOFFA, Page 2866 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION ■ 



Precedence: ROUTINE 
To: Detroit 



Date: 07/17/2001 




281A-DE-69355^ 
281A-DE-67823- 
183B-DE-58128- 
281A-DE-67839,' 

281A-DE-67822 _. 

281A-DE- 6158 7*/J*f Closed) 
DE 245A-72'j (Closed) 
DE 245B-58'? (Closed) 
DE 92A-87 6'^?Losed) 
DE 183A-1932-I (Closed) 
DE 183B-1611'* (Closed) 
DE 183B-2088'/**tClosed) 
DE 183A-2135'#fGLosed) 
281A-DE-678l6'Mfclosed) 
166A-DE-64273'f7J(Closed) 



Title: HOFFEX; 

et al; 

Synopsis: Retention of evidence. 

Details: The above listed cases are all Organized Crime cases. 
The RICO statue has a statue of limitation provision which has 
allowed Detroit Organized Crime cases to use evidence over 30 
years old. All of the bulky evidence in the above listed cases 
should be retained for at least ten more years to ensure that it 
can be used in future Organized Crime trials. 
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0<o 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date: 07/26/2001 
abor Unit 



Precedence: ROUTINE 
^ To: Criminal Investigative 




From: Detroit 

Squad C-8 
-Contacts SA 

approved Byr 

\^~J ^ Drafted By:, 

fcTfC case ID Ss 281A-DE-67821 (Pending) 
Title : HOFFEX 

nopsis: To co nfirm f 

nistratlve: Reference Detroit EC to ! 




t interview with 



ft 

r04/13/2001; 

^EC to D etroit dated 06/ 06/200 1, and telephone call from SA / 
►Division, to SA flflfc Detroit Division, 07/12/2001. / 



Det ails: During the w eek of 08/12/2001 
and^l iB^rill \ 



interview 



As discussed in the above referenced telephone call of 
t tempt to confirm that A 
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2JblJik-0>7S2\'^ D 



Tor Criminal In\. Jtigative From: Detroit 
Rer 281A-DE-67821, 07/26/2001- 



LEAD {s)t 

Set Lead 1: (Adm) 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE 
AT WASHINGTON. DC 
Read and clear. 
Set Lead 2s ■ 




2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Dttt cf transcripdon 07/20/2001 



r wae advised of the interviewing 

Agents' identity. He then provided the following information: 




. with the last: 




: refused to testify at a Federal Grand 

that was investigating James R. Hoffa's disappearance, 
never spoke to him about Hoffa. 

[ Mario Dellapelle 

was introducedtoDella pelle by 

1 1 1 i i B| i i in 'i 

~ LapelleJ 

bo okmajL^, 

m in the early 1970s, P| Hi and iHB 

"tcame to Dellapelle and were going to collect $200.00 a 

Jrom Dellapelle so he could continuetorujLhis b ookmaking- 
operation. Dellapelle refused to pay. Si told £ 

that it is over, they would not collect from De^ape^e. 
De llapell e may have been able to avoid paviiaBH and 

because of his relationship to^B Hphe helped 

with some ofhiBcrimi nal activities. DeTlape lle had 

been an associate of ^BpLaM^nd a " ' . . _ 

Dellapelle would take hijacked truck loads of metal and"" smelt 
them, and re-sell the smelted product. Some of these hijacked 
loads may have been directed to Dellapelle by| 

In the latter part of 1980, Dellapelle^ ^| were 
talkinginside Dellapelle'6 smelting business. Dellapelle told 
B| M on the day Hoffa was kidnaped he wa 
Ho ffa's bo gy to be brought to the smelter. _ 

E nd a third person that Dellapelledid not know brought 
la's body to the smelter. Dellapelle helped the thrgejMi^^ 
Hoffa's body into the smelter. Dellapelle also toldPI f 
Hoffa had been shot in the car that was used to transport Hoffa 
to Dellapelle's smelter. 

Dellapelle did not own the smelter, he rented the 
facility from a man who still runs a boat business across the 
street from the smelter facility. Dellapelle's smelter was on 



07/11/2001 n Detroit, Michigan 
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its neither recommendations nor conclusion of the FBI. it b the property of the FBI and ii loaned to your agency: 
te Dot to be distributed outside your agency. 



FMO&Otir.I&MS) 



281A-DE-67821 



, 0n 07/11/2001 ,p, ge _ 



Franklin Street between St. Aubin and Dubois in Detroit, 
Michigan. 



The following descriptive data ofi 
interview and observation: . 



fwas obtained by 



Name 
Race 
}S1C Sex 

Date of birth 
Address 



Telephone 
Cell phone 
Daughter 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Precedence : ROUTIN 

f?o t Tampa 

From: Detroit 

Squad C-8 
Contact: 

Approved By: 



Date: 07/24/2001 



tsic 




Drafted By: 

Case ID #: 281A-DE-67821' / ~{Pending) 
TP-92A-0-^Pending) 

Title : HOFFEX 

Synopsis: Interview results of j 
Administrative: Reference Tampa EC to Detroit dated 05/15/2001. 

1 dated 



Enclosures: One copy of an FD-302 of 
07/11/2001. 




"Details: On 07 /11/2 001, Wt^^f^f^SS^ggi was int erview ed by 

F BI Detro it. ^J^cl aimed that Mario Dellapelle, 
hTK flHHHfc and an unknown fourth person apposed of 

Hoffa^bodyin^^meKer run by Dellapelle. 
by Dellapelle in late 1980. 



Iwas told this 



i 



agreed to take a PoWgraph 
regarding Del lapel le's statements "to him. A Polygraph of flH|V 



During the interview, 
Dellapelle's statement 
would be'very beneficial to the Hoffex investigation. 
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Tor Tampa From: Detroit 
Re: 281A-DE-67821, 07/24/2001 



LEAD (s)i 
Set Lead 1: 



AT BRADENTON . 



regarding 
disposal o: 



Fand arrange for a Polygraph 



Contact 

fl[|P statement that Mario Dellapelle's admitted" 
if James 1 " ' " 



Riddle -Hoffa's b©dy«^> 



2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



r 



Precedence j ROUTINE 
Tor 

From: Detroit 

Squad C-8 
Contact : 



Date: 07/23/2001 



(5^- Approved By! 




Ext. \ 



L Drafted By ^^M^^S^^^ '-' - 
Case ID #: 281A-DE-67821 (Pending) 
Titles HOFFEX 

Synopsis t Lead re James R. Hoffa's disappearance. 



r 



Deta ils; According to an FD-71 Complain t Form dated 03/12/2001, 
from ^HHffiBi 0V (protect identity) was. 

aware of someonewhcwnayhave been involve d in th e disappearance 
of James R. Hoffa's kidnapino^nd murder. flflP came to this 
^ng^£^e^s | eco | ndhand^^f| ^J^ddres^^nd Telephone number are 

Several years ago ^^MBE . worked with^ 

I telephone number 
___ friend, an 

' named ^jM^*7 (phonetic) lived with an 

abusive boyfriend. Thls^ HlHHHHBHHBk had 

something to do with the disappearance of Jimmy Hoffa. 



■also toldl 



I that I 



f once worked at 





2 
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f 



nM02(Rcv.IO*-9J) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Oil* of transcription 05/14/2001 

On May 8 , 2001 Federal Bureau of Investigation {FBI) 




r Hof fa was probably in a junk yard 

las, Michigan. ^mfh"eard nothing except public rumor 
concerning the Hoffa case until he was released from prison much 
later. 

^istated m Mario Dellapelle had been an 

he La C os aHoi cra in petroit. Michig an and worked for 

_ _____ ,r Tony JackV 

Giacalohe , T^_(B___B___0^oted that Tony Giacalone had died a few 
months ago andtneFBI had been questioning him concerning the 
Hoffa disappearance up until the time of his death. Mario 
Dellapelle had been the owner of an industrial building on the 
waterfront in downtown Detroit. This site contained three furnaces 
or metal smelters- There Dellapelle melted metals forresale and 
sold or redistributed stolen products for the mob. had been 

told by Dellapelle that James Hoffa' s body had bppn riisnn<;pri nf 

one of his furnaces. Dellapelle stated 

traveled from New Jersey to pick up Hoiia Tor a "sit down" meeting 
with another unknown individual on the day of his death^Therewas 
^Jhirdunknown person in the car with Hoffa and thej(_i _H 
d HI shot Hoffa in the back of the head. They thendrove 

t he ca r to Dellapelle 's building where the body was disposed of. 
(HHdid not know how the car was disposed of, but stated no 
evidence of this crime would have been retained by the killers. 



5/8/01 



fife* 281A-DE-67821/92A-TP-0 



D»le dicuted JJ/A 
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u of the FBI. ti it the property of the FBI tnd is loincd to your igency; 




■ On 5/8/01 .P.ge 2_ 

_ noted that Mario Dellapelle died in a federal prison six 

,o eight years ago. 

stated in the 3.970 's. someone named Sully 
tflt-) Shindel (an alias) had been killed, placed" in the trunk of a car 
-"^ and disposed of in the same manner. Also, a person called Harry 
t Mack (an . alias for a lengthy polish name) was murdered in the same 
manner - ^HB^ recalled Mack had run big gambling junkets from 
Detroit toijas Vegas - 

He stated he had heard of the mob's involvement in both 
medicare fraud and a mortgage operation, but had no first hand 
experience with sa " 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Date: 08/07/2001 



Precedence: ROUTINE 

To i Pittsburgh 

Prom i Detroit 
r— ' Squad C-8 

Contact: SA 

Approved By: 

Drafted By: 

Case ID #: 281A-DE-67821 
Titles HOFFEX 

Synopsis t Locate and interview complainant re possible location 
of Jimmy R. Hoffa' s body. 




hxi 
(Pending) 



. Details r In late July, 2001, | 
and video tape regarding f""" ™ 
_ _ the letter | 



) sent a letter 
Earned that 



Hoffa 
may have 



been disposed of in | 

address is | 



>' was a possible disposal site for U"7£\ 
not mention how he found out that Hoffa 1 




1 

) 
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To: Pittsburgh -.om: Detroit 
Re: 281A-DE-G7821, 08/07/2001 



LEAD (s) c 
Set Lead 1: 

PITTSBURGH 

AT WASHINGTON, WV 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Precedence; ROUTINE 

Tos Louisville 

From: Detroit 

Squad C-8 
Contact: SA 



Date: 08/29/2001 




Approved By: 
Drafted 

Case ID #: 281A-DE-67821 (Pending) 
91A-LS-57116. ^(Closed) 

Title: KOFFEX 

Synopsis: Request search of Lexington Herald-Leader back issues. 



Admini strative : Reference telej 
^^^B Detroit Division, to IA 



■hone call fr 



001. 



Details: A newspaper article appeared in the Lexington Herald- 
Leader during the period of 07/081^991, to 12/3 1/1 99^^concerning 
a FBI Polygraph test. The artip*e indicated that ^fl| |B 
aka. ^^B^^^^&t^ ^^^, ha;K passed a FBI Polygraph test 
concenunOi^innaM^^^i The article may have been ^ 
in column form combined w^-cn other articles. It is unknown if 
the word Polygraph was in the article. 



A copy of 
Polygraph to clear a ! 
investigation, to help 



lis article showing that the FBI used a 
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To: Louisville .-.om: Detroit 
Re: 281A-DE-67821, 08/29/2001 



LEAD Cb) : 
Set Lead 1: 

LOUISVILLE 

AT LEXINGTON, KY 



Review back issues of the Lexington Herald- Le, 
57/08/1991 through 12/31/1993, for the artic le covering 
— ""p3eing cleared from a 
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FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



security acco untnumber 

^a^advisel 

and the nature of the int> 
following information: 



Dale of transcription 08/23/2001 

dat e ofbirth 

telephone number 

the identity of th e interviewing Agent 
— pchen provided the 



0*1 



bid 




worked 

of JIMMY HOFFA' s death. He told"^^J5*!|4^J^P~he — was""interviewed on 
a couple of occasions by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
regarding HOFFA' s death. 

On the way to theV K'^^fl ||that he 

might find the bones of HOFFAinWMII^^M* j^_thgugh t 
nothing of th e__ conversa t ion unt J^hebeaanjWft^l^fc^lBIB ^ ^^Wfc "» s 
approximatelyJB jjH^JBB (Bfc 

^BbE^-SS!^^ but it turned 
out to be one oblong and three cylindrical containers approximately 
18" across a nd two feet in depth. The containers were made of what 

■JBP described as enamelware, which is the type of metal 
useain Kitchen pots and pans. Th e metal . contain ers had handles of 
what appeared to be steel or iron. ^|| did not take a 

long look at them, but he thought it waB^^j^uinusual for those 
types of containers to be located in^H Bw near the Indian 
burial grounds. 

Pdoes not know for certain whether HOFFA was 
He was only told this by 

I does not know the contents of the metal containers, 
nought it was unusual enough to report to the FBI. 




ts ire not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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the property of the FBI and is loanod lo your agency; 



(Rev. 08-28-2000) I 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



r 



Precedence: ROUTINE 
To: Detroit 



From: Pittsburgh 
Squad 7, 
Contact 



Date: 08/30/2001 



\ 




(Pending) 



L 



Approved By: 
Drafted By: 
Case ID #: 281! 
Title: HOFFEX 
Synopsis: Lead covered. 

Enclosure (s) : Enclose d for Detroit are the original and one copy 
of FD-302 interview of 4fl H}- Also enclosed is an 

FD-340 containing the origWfT^^^^r^^fficTes . 



Details: On 08/20/2001 
Results set forth. 




'as interviewed. 
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^0 




Tor Detroit < c Pittsburgh 
Re: 281F-DE-67821, 08/30/2001 

LEAD (s ) : 

Set Lead 1: (Adm) 
DETROIT 

AT DETROIT. MI 
Lead covered. 

♦4 



2 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Date of transcription /05/20QI 

Identity). ... 

- . BBBB 

lephone 
by Special 

ated on _ 

^ H^HP «"* ^ J After 

»<— HSlng advised of the identity^^WI^ Interviewing agent and the 
£OC> purpose of the interview, he provided the following information 



^H^related he did not know JIMMY HOFFA, or any of 
HOFFA's associates. Further, he was in Chicago, Illinois in July 
1975, and had no knowledge regarding the disappearance of HOFFA. 
The only inf ormationhecoul^j^^te was that it was rumored that^ 
Mafia figure nainedl[ ■[phonetic], also known as 

had first hand knowled ge regardiag_the disappearance ana — 
t of HOFFA. According tolM^^^S^a^ ^^ now deceased, wa s 
. mafia family located on th 



At the conclusion of 



File * 281A-DE-67821* 



te dictated 09/05/2001 
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ma wcbber rccsmmcndatiotu ear concluiiom of Uw FBI. Il it the property t>r the FBI and it tuned to your agency-. 
k mat to be distributed cutitoe your agency. . 




08/16/2001 ^ 
* 2B1A-DE-67821"* I'CiA 



_ D.te dinned 06/16/2001 



it ud in content! ate not to be dirtributed ouuidc jmr «| 
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jt concluiiom of the FBI. It it the property of the FBI end ii lomed to your »gencj- 



(Eev.IO-Ot-tSM) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Precedence: ROUTINE 
To: -Detroit 
From: 




Approved By: 
\^\^_ Drafted By: 

LCase ID #: 281A-DE-67821 ' 
Title: HOFFEX 

Synopsis: Lead received in captioned case covered by I 

Reference: 281A-DE-67821 Serial 1083 

£S"£L Administrative: Re telecalls between SA | 
on 08/23/2001 and 08/29/2001. 



Enclosure (s) : For Detroit, the following: 



Ori ginal and two copies of FD 3 02 of interview 
*3>conducted 08/16/2001, 

•riginal and two copies of FD 302 of interview 
^conducted 08/22/2001 

Original and two copies of FD 3 02 of interview 
conducted 09/05/2001. 

Original and two copies of FD302 regardi ng 
i Crime Information Center checks onfl| and 




Details: Lea d received 
interview of 

investigationTcf^nterview of 



requesting an 
J with follow-up 
las been completed. 
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•A 



To: Detroit From: 1 
Re: 281A-DE-67821, 0 1 




LEAD (s J : 

Set Lead 1: (Adm) 
DETROIT 

AT DETROIT 

Read and clear. Hard copy enroute. 



2 
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F&-302 (Rev. 10-6-95) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Diit of transcription 08/29/2001 

r- At approximately 2:20 p.m., V| |V 

\ previously aware of the interviewing Agents^^Jentityprovictea 
the following information: 

involved in the disappearance of James 



A 
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His document contains neither recornmendatioaj nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 



FD-302 (Rev. KW-95) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 




i 




This document eonains neither recommendations nor conclusioni of the FBI. [lis the property of the FBI tad is loaned to 
it ind its corneas ire not to be distributed outside your igency. 
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FD-30I (Rev. I(WW5) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



At approximately 11:06 a.m. , 1 
advised of the identity of the inter viewing 
purpose of the interview, but due to 
other personal business he was unable 
agreed to be interviewed later in the day. 




interview! 
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or conclusions of the FBI. fi is the property of the FBI *od is loaned to your agency; 
re not to be distributed outside your igency. 
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Automated ' Ser Tall Pe rman*en'^Charge -bu t / 
■PD-Si" (1-5-94) 



Date: 09/07/01 Time: 11:54 



Description of Document: 

Type : FD302 
Date : 08/16/01 
TO : DETROIT 



From : DETROIT 
Topic: INTERVIEW OF; 




Reason for Permanent Charge -Out: 

SERIALIZED IN WRONG FILE IN ERROR 
Transferred to: 

Case ID: 159A-DE-84204 Serial: 525 
Employee: ^9 |f 
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2S'«A- b^-'^-i^-/- wok 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Precedence: ROUTINE 
TO: Detroit*-""^'"* 



Fromr Louisville 

Lexington RA 
Contact : IA , 



Date: 09/06/2001 



Attn: Sh{ _ 
Squad C- 8 




troved By: 
Drafted By: 



Case ID #: 261A-DE-67821 (Pending) -i' 5 ^ 
91A-LS-57116 (Closed) 



Title r HOFFEX 

iynopsisi Search of Lexington Herald-Leader back issues. 



281A-DE-67821 Serial 1088 
91A-LS-57116 Serial 91 



teference: 

bX 

Adm inis trative : Reference telephone call between IA_J 
Louisville Division, Lexington RA, and SA^~* 
Detroit Division, September 5, 2001. 

Details: On September 4, 2001, and again on September 5, 2001, 
the database of the Lexington Library was utilized in searching 
indices of the Lexington Herald-Leader newspaper in an attempt to 
obtain a copy of a ne ws article relating to an individual named 

taking a polygraph test and being cleared as 

This search was conducted fo r the perio d 1991 through - 
the f^js^quarterofl993^vsearchina •EC|$SHP name ' th e name 
of ^BEBS ffi&^ff^ffl and loca tion of 

t ^ e ^H WB> and 

also searcnlHg^frTTcTEs^CnTalhing tne words polygraph and/or 
lie-detector. Many news articles were reviewed as a result of 
this search, however, no articles could be located pertaining to 



In view of above, lead set for Lexington, Kentucky, is 
considered covered at this time. 



at this time. / / 
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„ , FILE COPY 



-Tor Detroit Frc. . Louisville 
Re; 281A-DE-67821, 09/06/2001 

LEAD (sj r 

Set Lead 1: (AdmJ 
DETROIT 

AT DETROIT, MT 
Read and clear. 



281A-DE-67821 
ARS:brs 



Attached is a coj 
investigating Agent, SA 
September 7, 2001. 



-trie. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Precedence: ROUTINE 
Tos Detroit 



Date: 10/10/2001 



From: Criminal Investigative 

Organized Crim e Section, LCN/IOC/LR Unit, Room 3058 
Contact: " ""**" 




Approved By: 

Drafted By: M H:gaw 

Case ID #: 281A-DE-67821 (Pending)^ f /CP2> 

Title: HOFFEX; 

OC/DI LCN; 
\SVZ 00: DETROIT 

Synopsis: Potential lead information on captioned case. 

Enclosure (s) : Four page, handwritten letter to the FBI from 
MM dated 09/07/2001, 

Details: The enclosed letter f rora U HP was 

received in the LCN Unit at FBI HQ on Friday7lWo5/200^^Tt is 
being forwarded to Detroit squad C-8 for what ever action deemed 
appropriate . 

ftf HP claims to have knowledge concerning the 

07/30/1 97^^^appearance of James R. Hoffa. f^M states 
that he was given a letter to hold and mail unSS^ertain 
circumstances that detailed the Hoffa disappearance and murder. 
He also claims to have had personal conversations with some of 
the indviduals involved in theHoffadisappearance that confirm 
w hat he read in t he l etter, ^fl flpis currently j ' M r 
as detan^o^Hihis letter to the 
ling forward is to receive l 
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To: Detroit Frc Criminal Investigative 
Re: 281A-DE-67821, 10/10/2001 

LEAD (s) i 
Set Lead 1: 

DETROIT 

AT DETROIT 

Take what ever action deemed appropriate and advise the 

LCN Unit. 
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U.S. Departing of Justice 



(313} 226-9G40 



United Slates Attorney 
Eastern District of Michigan 



21 1 IK Fort Street 
Suite 2001 

Detroit, Michigan 48226 




| Octi 



Concerning your letter of September 14, 2001 regarding the investigation of the 
disappearance of James Hoffa, I forwarded a copy to both Mr. Alan M. Gershel, United States 
Attorney, and Mr. Bell, the FBI, SAC. At the present time, we are in the process of conducting a 
detailed review of the files to ascertain whether or not there is any basis for seeking to file criminal 
charges against any individual or group of individuals. 



f. We are_m ore than willing to discuss the nature and quality o f 
our evidence w ' th^^^§^^§^^^^J^I must note th; ~ ' 

\ has also expressed interest in this case. 

At the present time, it is our intention to prepare a Special Agent's report summarizing and 
detailing the evidence developed during the investigation. It is not possible at this time to determine 
whether or not there exists sufficient credible evidence upon which to predicate charges. When the 
report is co mglgted, we will be more than willing to discuss the matter with your office and the 
p to gain your insights and recommendations. 



VIA 
bit 




Sincerely, 

ALAN M. GERSHEL . rJj 

United States Attorney * 1 1 ^1 

KEITH E. CORBETT 
Assistant U.S. Attorney 

HOFI \ Pag. 2910 




V£. Department of Justice 



United Slates Attorney 
Eastern District of Michigan 

211 Wftl Fan Strrrt, Sullt 2001 
Orlroi,, Michigan 48226-3211 



Mr. John Bell 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
477 Michigan Ave., 26 th Floor 
Detroit, MI 48226 



46224+2*23 



M..II..I...I,UI,II 



.l.l..lU.t.,),l..l„l,l 



(Rcv.'OS-28->000) 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Precedence : ROUTINE 



Dates 10/11/2001 



To* Detroit 



Attn i Squad C-8 




Front Indianapolis 

Squad 5 
J Contact t SA 



Title: HOFFA, JAMES RIDDLE 
HOFFEX 



— Synopsis: Reporting information received fromj 




Details: For information of case Agent, on 10/05/2001, one 
^■£^^<|^^J^telephonically contacted the Indianapolis Division 
^5^aSvSeo^Di,at on the day captioned subject Hoffa disappeared, 

he was in a parking lot next to the Red Fox Restaurant, waiting 
^ for a friend, who was getting a haircut. As he waited, he saw 



to contact authorities now because he thought there was no more 
interest in the case anymore until he saw a recent article in the 
newspaper explaining that, in fact, law enforcement officials 
were still actively working the matter. 

Based on this information, Indianapolis Division will 
leave any followup investigation up to the discretion of Detroit. 

The following descriptive information was obtained 
through interview and' an Indiana Bureau of Motor Vehicles check. 




W7* 
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To: Detroit From: Indianapolis 
Re: 281A-DE-67821, 10/11/2001 

LEAD(s) : 

Set Lead It (Adm) 

DETROIT 

AT DETROIT. MI 
Read and clear. 



3 
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Precedence: ROUTINE 

To: Charlotte 

From: Detroit 

Squad C-8 
Contact : SA 



Approved By: 
J__ Drafted By: 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date: 11/19/2001 




(__Case ID #: 281A-DE-67821 (Pending) 
Title : HOFFEX 

Synopsis: Interview possible witness to kidnaping of James 
Riddle Hoffa. 

Details: Re telephone^ca^^fromSAj 
City Division, to SA 5 ^ 3sa * iE * s * SB ^= ,: = 




"resides at j 
Y telephone numbeT~^M(!&3S^H^>^ and he normally 
from work until arter6:00 p.m. 
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Tor Charlotte tj.om: Detroit 
Re: 281A-DE-67821, 11/19/2001 



LEAD (s) : 
Set Lead 1: 



Conduct log ical interview off 
\5r\C. descriptio n of Hoffa; 1 *~ 

C: SB 9 em P lo y er in . 
was working in Michigan in 1975. 

Set Lead 2: (Adm) 



Coordinate a possible photo^raDh^c^l^neujo^^j 
Division concerning identifying the« - 



2 
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iFBI?toLd to produce its Hpfla 



Free Press wins round; 
fight for access goes on 



to open Its Hofla .files to the De-^ "the FBI wants to take a very The paper lias been trying to ob\; : | 
trolt Free Press.'/ • ™; close look at this ruling," FBI .'tain the files for more, than, a ( L 

d the -spokesman Hank Glaspie said'- decade, ' . V' X'-i -"'my. 



In her ruling, Roberts said tl 



The News reported In Septeni- 



FBI's decision to provide details Wednesday. "Beyond that, we > 

of the investigation to the Detroit have no other comment at this j',' ber that recent DNA tests had { 

News for a story In September, time." :> '» • . :■ '•' ^determined a strand of Hoffa's ff 
(*',' ■ , . raises questions about the gov- Free Press lawyer Cameron hair was found in a car that Hof--... 

* In a setback for the FBI, a ernment's claim that releasing Evans said the decision is a vie- fa's protege, Charles (Chuckle) ** 

federal judge ordered the govern- .documents to the Free Press will tory for the newspaper and the O'Brien, was driving on the day 

ment Wednesday to produce 11 compromise its ability to crack public, which he said has a right Hoffa disappeared. . ; > 

years' worth of documents so she the 2S-vear-old case. .: to know what the FBI knows . Although the DNA tests don't ^ 

can decide whether there is any "The disclosure of such sub- about Hoffa's disappearance. prove how or when the hair.-",, 
chance of prosecuting anyone in *' stantlal and detailed evidence to Evans argued in court that the wound up in the car, the govern- *'' 

the 1975 disappearance of Team- '**-• the Detroit News calls into the FBI leaked the results of DNA ment said the tests seemed'to 

sters boss Jimmy Hoffa. .^question the veracity of the FBI's tests to the News on the eve of a contradict O'Brien'B long-held 

If US. District Judge Victoria justification for withholding the court hearing on the Free Press' claim that he had nothing to do 

Roberta finds the FBI has made, ^documents at issue, raising ques- suit In order to create the impres-' with Hoffa's disappearance. • 1 - 

' no progress in the case' and is ,' : tions of bad faith," Roberts said. sion that the FBI was close to Hoffa, 62, vanished July 3p, 

unlikely to bring anyone to trial, , The government must pro,- making an arrest. The Free ■ ^ 

she could order the government duce the documents by Feb. 21. * Press filed its suit in January, ' Plaotite HOFFA, Pap 7B :>. : ",1 




si 



HOFFAI Paper gains in fight fdr access : 

V.; From Page IB The FBI has theorized that '; dency and ending the mob's ac- 

■, . . _ Hoffa got into the car with 0*Bri-'' cess tbuiiioii pension fund*:'.' 

1975, on his way to a meeting with en at a Bloomfield Hills restaurant'^ ; Hoffa was declared legally dead 

Anthony Provenzano, a New Jer- believing he would be driven to ' ■' in 1982. No one has ever been 

sey Teamsters boss and Mafia as- the meeting. The FBI theory is prosecuted for bis death. 

sociate, and Anthony (Tony Jack) that Hoffa was killed by Proven- — ■ 

Giacalone, a reputed captain of zano's allies to prevent him from" Contact DAVID ASHENFELTER at 

the Detroit Mafia. regaining the Teamsters presi- ■ Sl3-iZ3-4490orashenfiifretpress.com. 
■ ;,' • -: 
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To: Criminal In jtigative From: Detroit 
Re: 281A-DE-67821, 12/06/2001 

LEAD (a) : 

Set Lead 1: (Acta) 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE 
AT WASHINGTON, DC 
Read and clear. 




2 
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O'BRIEN 

Continued from Page iD 

". Instead of going to Florida, Sluss 
and some 20 agents from Detroit ' 
were assigned to a special response'* 
team' that was sent to Pittsburgh on 
Sept a where they spent nearly two . 
weeks sifting through the crash site of 
United Airlines Flight 93: \ " ; "- 

Health problems overcome 

The delay in re-Interviewing 
O'Brien comes as he has overcome a : 
string of financial and health prob- 
lems in Florida. 

Shortly after Hoffa disappeared' , 
on July 30. 1975. O'Brien took a new ' 
■ job as an organizer with the Team- 
ster/ Soumero' Conference, and 
moved to HaHandale. Fli," with his 
second wife. Brenda Berger O'Brien, 
a Tennessee native, 

He also became a target of the 
Internal Revenue Service, Two years 
earlier, O'Brien had been convicted of 
Molaring federal labor laws for accept- 
ing a gift of Chevrolet Vega from an 
auto dealer whose sales staff the union 
- jas attempting to organize, 
r \ Although be would later serve 
• -fcur months in prison for taking the 
. teebie, the IRS pursued him for years 
'Tor not paying taxes on the gift, as 
I well as other hack income taxes. 
In iwt. Olirien's close reUtion- 



ship with "Unde Torryi" as he referred O'Briens dissolved their marriage in 
to Detroit mob enforcer Anthony 1987 and there is no document filed in 
{Tony Jack) Giacalone^ and his! that court house that shows they 
.* acknowledged friendship with other remarried, they are still living bra : 
mob figures such as Anthony (Tony home Brenda Berger O'Brien bought 
Pro). Proyenzano /cost him his , in 1081. The couple has five grown 
$ocsOco-a'-year job. A review board, children?-- • - : ••' - ■ ~ 
created by the Justice Department -^.-l- The neighborhood the O^riens 
and a federal court to investigate cor- -; live jn .is . a short distance from the " 
ruption in the Teamster leadership, \; Boca Raton Town Center and its 
permanently barred O'Brien from the:', upscale mall of stores and restau- 
union for various transgressions, .' rants' Palm Beach County records 
including his association with orga- ' showed that Brenda O'Brien paid - 
niied crime figures.: * .$143300 .for the home ao years ago. 

■ 'At that time, O'Brien told The .':' " County records also show that by 
News that he was bankrupt. He said' July 1993. O'Brien, discharged the 
he was divorced once again and living $183,368 in income tax liens filed 
in a rented room. At the final review against him. '-V' ■■■ 
board hearing in Newark. NJ, in 1991,* ; : , On' a recent visit by a Detroit 
O'Brien showed up without a Uwyer,'^^ reporter, the usually affable 
'saying he.eou] d 'not "ifibrd one. He" arid'quptable O'Brien said he was", 
filed for bankruptcy that year, fisting taking the advice of his lawyer, 
assets of si.095 and debts of $451,436. William Bufalino n of Clinton Town- 
" ' . - ship, and keeping his mouth shuL 

New career.: > . -We don't know what this DNA 

After he was bounced from the . bull .is about, and Td be a fool not 

union, O'Brien became a salesman" to listen to my lawyi" he said, 
for a retail business in Memphis,/- O'Brien did say his health is better 
Term, selling dips and salsa to restau- ' these days. In the past 16 months he 
rants and grocery stores. The com- was treated for prostate cancer. He 
pany is owned by his wife's family. also has had quadruple heart bypass 
• Although O'Brien. 66, has had surgery «weU las siirgery to remove 
serious heart and prostate problems his gall bladdei . . j. . ; . . 

in recent years, his fortunes appear to J. ■ - .- . 

have turned around. Even though V You can reach Norman Sinclair at 
divorce records in the Palm Beach " f3/j'zr2-j034 0rrtstnc'atr@ 
County Courthouse shows that the detnewsxom.' 
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/FD-J02 (Rtv. 10*95) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



ttentity ot the interviewing and' the purpose of the 

interview, he provided the following: 

^^■'tjpjjjpjf'Xi^^ month 
prior, He recalled 

watchin^^^WBWSr^n^^ref?SPPSr^e^^fflW^HOFFA 

History Channel. After watching the television program, \ 
believers he was present and witnessed JIMMY HOFFA's disappearance. 
JKM recalled the following: 



. 'es ne was worKihg 

.ocated . , 

could' not specif icWIy recall on what day in JuayTia /b, ne was in 
the Detroit area, however, he believes it was on the date that 
JIMMY HOFFA was last seen alive. 

^ . between 10:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

parked h i s 7 

jfl located in a nortl 

^Vstated that he_ was "killing time, " awaiting a del ^e rv the 
^^^^Wirig morning 




observed a flH^F 
— — INN parking lot. 

described only 
make a circle, ' and 



Investigation on 11/30/01 



* 281A-DE-6782 



i-\W\ 



_ Dale diciaied 12/03/01 



tidied 
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rD-302a(Rev. IIW-95) 



281A-DE-67821 
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ri>302»(Rev. I0-6-9J) 



281A-DE-67821 
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' (Rev.OS-28-2000) 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Brecedence: ROUTINE 

t/ro: Detroit 

From: Charlotte ^[£2^ 
Asheville RA 
Contact: 



12/14/2001 




(Pending) ✓ 



Approved By: ' 
Drafted By: 

Case ID #: 281A-DE-67821 
Title: HOFFEX 
Svn °P sis: Lead covered. 
Reference: 281A-DE-67821 Serial 1106 

Enclosure (s) : Enclosed for Detroi^^^th^orig^ialand two 
copies of an FD-302 interview of ^H |Hf> 1A 

envelope containing original interv!?wnoTes^^na^Bi containing 
letter provided by Bennett. 




Details: On Now 

interviewed in 
seeing Jimmy HoTrs^s! 
Detroit, Michigan 
watching a television 

Channel approximately one month prior 
any documentation which confirmed that fie" 



_ 'e called 

Ime in July, ly^b^while in a suburb of 
_ realized he had seen Hoffa after 
ocumentary about Hoffa on the History 

could not produce 
have been in the 



Detroit area in 1975. For additional details, see attached FD- 
302. 



After telephonic contact with SA 
determined that a photographic line-up woul^ 



it was 
iwn to 




At the conclusion of the interview. |M IB insisted 
that the investiga ting agent take custody of a^KWlr written to 
„ * aEa » MS =* w — ~- Th i s letter is not relevant to the HOFFEX 



Charlotte Division considers this lead covered. 
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To: Detroit Fro.,.. Charlotte 
Re: 281A-DE-67821, 12/14/2001 

LEAD(s) t 
Set Lead 1: 

DETROIT 

AT DETROIT. MTCtfTKAN 

For information. Read and clear. 



2 
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Memorandum 



SAC, DETROIT (281A-DE-67821) 



Ditt 3/12/93 



r 



Subjecr: HOFFEX 

Re GAMTAX investigation (281A-DE-58586) . 

281A-DE-67821 SUB N file will be created to maintain 
and correlate all relevant reports in the GAMTAX investigation 
(281A-DE-58586) which pertain to captioned investigation. The 
purpose of the sub file is to collect a 1 l^^^^^^r^^^^ 

determination will be made by the GAMTAX case agents and the 
—organized crime supervisor. 




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Precedence: ROUTINE 
Tos Criminal Investigative 
Baltimore 



From: Detroit 

Squad C-8 
Contact: SA 



Attn: SSA 

OC Section 



Date: 01/03/2002 
or Unit 




Approved By: 

Drafted By: ^^:brs 

Case ID #: 281A-DE-67821 (Pending) 
Title : HOFFEX 

Synopsis: Lead for Baltimore Division. 

Enclosures: Copy of letter from! 
09/07/2001. 

Details: ^( J(f wrote the enclosed letter after reading about 
the Hoffa investigation in a newspaper. 

^Rfc^^HPclaims to have knowledge concerning the 
07/30/1975, disappearance of James R. Hoffa. ^Mfiyj^Mk stated 

that he was J — "~ 



■to FBI dated 
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To: Criminal In\ jtigative From: Detroit' 
Re: 281A-DE-67821, 01/03/2002 

LEAD (s> : 

Set Lead Is (Adm) 

CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE 
AT WASHINGTON, DC 
Read and clear. 

Set Lead 2: 

BALTIMORE 




2 
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□ (k)(l) 
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□ (b)(7)(E) 


□ (k)(3) 
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# 



To; Indianapolis. From: Detroit 
Re: 281A-DE-67821, 01/03/2002 

LEAD (s) : 
Set Lead 1: 

INDIANAPOLIS 



AT CARMEL, IN 



Conduct logical interview of 




2 



HOFFA, Page 2937 



